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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This report sets out details of the Economy, Culture and Sport Committee’s report into the Mayor’s 

role in economic development. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee agrees its report: The Mayor’s Role in Economic Development. 

 
 

3. Background  
 
3.1 At its meeting on 24 March 2011, the Committee agreed to undertake an investigation into the 

Mayor’s role in economic development with the following terms of reference: 

 To examine the proposed structures and funding for economic development post-LDA, 

(specifically: funding and delivering regeneration projects; funding and delivering skills; 

promoting London; and supporting London businesses); and 

 To examine the implications of changes in the Mayor’s powers, resources and responsibilities for 

the Mayor’s future role in economic development in the capital. 

 

3.2 The Committee subsequently held meetings with, and received written representations from, 

representatives of London businesses, London boroughs and sub-regional partnerships, and the 

Mayor’s Adviser on Regeneration, Growth and Enterprise.   

 
 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The draft report is attached as Appendix 1 (for Members only) for the Committee’s formal 

agreement.  It is also available at http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-role-economic-

development  

 

http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-role-economic-development
http://www.london.gov.uk/publication/mayors-role-economic-development


        

4.2 The report makes the following recommendations: 

 

Recommendation 1 

We recommend that in his response to this report, by January 2012, the Mayor set out his strategy 

for seeking to influence central government to make the case for London ahead of the next 

Comprehensive Spending Review.  This should include his policy on securing powers and funding for 

skills and specialist business support in the capital. 

Recommendation 2 

We recommend that, in the Implementation Plan for his Economic Development Strategy, the Mayor 

should clearly explain the criteria that will be used in cases where the London LEP plans to spend 

these funds in other parts of London. 

Recommendation 3 

We recommend that by January 2012 the Mayor publish a detailed Implementation Plan for his 

Economic Development Strategy. It should contain proposals and options for the roles and 

objectives of the organisations with new responsibilities – including the GLA and the London LEP – 

and set out how activities assigned in the EDS to the LDA will now be taken forward; make clear how 

the GLA and the LEP will interact with each other and the existing bodies, including the boroughs 

and sub-regional partnerships; explain how the GLA and the LEP will add to what existing bodies can 

achieve; and describe new mechanisms for pooling funding for housing and regeneration and other 

assets such as land. 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
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